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control of the Print Works. When the Metacomet Bank was organized, in 1853,
Colonel Borden was made one of the directors. At his death he was its president
and the only member of the original board in the directorship, being also the
oldest bank director in the city. He was also president of the Fall River
Savings Bank, the original institution of the kind in the city, which has had a
most honorable and successful history of over fourscore years.

In 1874 Colonel Borden became a director of the 0ld Colony Railroad Company,
and the 0ld Colony Steamboat Company, and to the last he held a place among the
managers of these corporations. He was a director of the Fall River
Manufacturers Mutual Insurance Company from its organization, in 1870, being
long its president and treasurer. In November3 1894, he was chosen president and
treasurer of the State Mutual and the American Mutual Fire Insurance Companies
of Providence, R. I., immediately after which he resigned his directorship in
the Boston, the Worcester and the What Cheer Mutual Fire Insurance Companies,
and the American Mutual Liability of Boston, which he had held for almost a
score of years. All these corporations insure mill property only. For several
years prior to his death Colonel Borden's time was mainly occupied with the
management of these various insurance interests.

Colonel Borden was a member and at one time vice president of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, and was a member and director in the New
England Cotton Manufacturers' Association. Among his other business cares was
that of a directorship in the Borden Mining Company, of Frostburg, Md., a
company organized by his father to do a bituminous coal business. Colonel Borden
was appointed assistant engineer of the Fall River Fire Department in 1865. He
became its chief engineer in 1870. This position he held three years, and among
the men who have held this responsible trust not one labored more assiduously or
with more marked success to heighten the efficiency of the department. When he
retired from office the members of the department, in token of their
appreciation, presented him a costly oil painting.

As might be expected, a man who was so successful in the business world would
be sought by the people for public office. He served as a member of the common
council of Fall River and as its president in 1874-75. Upon the passage of an
Act of the Legislature, in 1894, placing the police and licensing power in the
hands of a board of police commissioners to be appointed by the executive of the
Commonwealth, Colonel Borden was appointed to the chairmanship of the board for
the full term of three years by Governor Greenhalge. Governor Wolcott
reappointed him for a second term, but he insisted upon being relieved of the
duties of the office. He was one of the first j named of the committee of thirty
citizens to whom was intrusted the important duty of drafting a new city
charter, and his services in this connection until the adoption of the charter
were of infinite value to the movement.

Like his father, Colonel Borden was interested in whatever concerned the
religious welfare of the community, being one of the leading supporters of the
Central Congregational Church. He was chairman of the building committee which
had charge of the erection of the elegant church edifice now in use; and he was
the second president of the Congregational Club of Fall River. He was also the
second president of the Fall River Associated Charities. His interest in the
work of foreign missions led to his appointment, in 1877, as a corporate member
of the American Board, a position he held until death, at that time being near
the head of the membership in point of seniority. From the annual meeting of
that society he was rarely absent, and was often given prominent place in the
conduct of business. To the last he carried a heavy load of business care, and
his death, Nov. 21, 1902, came when he had every reason to look forward to many
years of useful activity. From his early years his integrity, his energy, his
business capacity, had made him a conspicuous man in the community, and he gave
freely of his ability, his means and his time to all worthy enterprises.

On Feb. 20, 1855, Colonel Borden was married to Mary Flizabeth Hill, born
Aug. 5, 1833, daughter of Ebenezer Allen and Ruth Howland (Slade) Hill, and a
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native of Slatersville, R. I. Mrs. Borden died April 10, 1908. They had four
children, Harriet Minerva, Anna Howland, Richard (died in infancy) and Carrie
Lindley. Of these, Harriet Minerva, born June 15, 1856, died Oct. 16, 1904; she
was married Sept. 13, 1882, to Rufus Waterman Bassett, and they had Thomas
Borden, Frederic Waterman (died at the age of nineteen years), Margaret, Charles
French (died in infancy) and Constance. Mr. Bassett died July 26, 1909.

(VIII) RICHARD BAXTER BORDEN, manufacturer and financier at Fall River, was
born there Feb. 21, 1834, son of Col. Richard and Abby W. (Durfee) Borden. He
died Oct. 12, 1906, after a useful and honorable life. He attended the common
schools of Fall River, the Middleboro Academy and the Lawrence Scientific
School. He started in business life as a clerk in the office of the Metacomet
Mill, later becoming a clerk at the Fall River Iron Works. In 1859, having
gained a knowledge of the manufacturing business, he was elected agent of the
Metacomet Mill, the Anawan Manufactory and the Fall River Manufactory, all under
the control of the old Iron Works Corporation. From 1873 to 1876 he was
treasurer of the Crescent Mills, retaining also the agencies of the Metacomet
and Anawan. From 1876 on he was treasurer of the Richard Borden and Troy Mills,
two of the most successful corporations in the city. He was a director in the
Troy, Merchants and Richard Borden Mills, president and director of the American
Linen Company, president and director of the Union Belt Company and president
and director of the Mechanics Mills; was a director and vice president of the
Fall River National Bank; was vice president and trustee of the Fall River Five
Cents Savings Bank; a director of the Manufacturers Mutual Insurance Company of
Fall River, the State Mutual Fire Insurance Company, the Enterprise Mutual Fire
Insurance Company and the American Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

Mr. Borden was greatly respected and highly esteemed as a citizen for his
sterling worth and practical public spirit. He was a man of the highest personal
character and of unguestioned probity and integrity. He applied the qualities of
his heart and mind in the activities of everyday life and none regretted his
demise more sincerely than those with whom he came in contact in factory and
office. He was a member of the Central Congregational Church, and was its
treasurer at the time of his death, having held that office for thirty-seven
years. He was one of eighty persons who joined the church in 1850. He was also a
corporate member of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. He
never sought promotion in public life, but was always ready to do his duty as a
citizen. Hence when his friends proposed to nominate him for the common council
he yielded to their wishes and was twice elected, serving in 1858-59 and 1864.

On Oct. 15, 1863, Mr. Borden was married to Ellen F. Plumer, of Boston,
daughter of Avery and Elizabeth (Hodgdon) Plumer; four children were born to
them, as follows: Richard Plumer, an attorney, member of the firm of Slade &
Borden; Charles Newton, treasurer of the Richard Borden Manufacturing Co.;
Elizabeth May, who died June 24, 1908; and Nellie L., wife of Clifford M.
Gardner, teller of the Massasoit-Pocasset National Bank (they have one child,
Elizabeth Borden).

As a cotton manufacturer Mr. Borden was a leading and successful figure.
Though wholly modest and unassuming, his rare ability put him in the very first
class of those who have fostered and developed Pall River's main industry. He
had a practical knowledge of mill work in all its departments and besides the
mechanical and technical experience he gained by actual contact with his
business he became a skillful, successful and noted financier. He was actively
engaged in producing cotton goods longer than any other man in Bristol county,
and probably in New England. He was the only mill treasurer of recent years who
was also treasurer at the time of the war. He was always remarkably alert in
business and even in his later years he was abreast of the times in all that
concerned improvement in the machinery and methods of cotton manufacture. His
death was a positive loss to the community. He had a broad and sympathetic mind,
and he had the good sense to carry his humanity into his business dealings. In
commenting upon it Hon. Milton Reed said: Mr. Borden was an exceedingly fine
type of the American business man, who carried his integrity into his business

http:/ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/ma/bristol/bios/borden86gbs. txt 10/5/2007



Page 8 of 8

and moralized his business as a part of his character. While I did not know him
intimately I always considered it a privilege to meet him and talk with him. He
had a certain dignity of manner, a catholicity of sentiment and a broad way of
viewing things. He gave sympathetic treatment to social guestions, especially
the labor questions. I have often noticed how few labor disturbances happened in
the mills which Mr. Borden controlled. He recognized the human element in
business relations. He had the fine old Puritan conscience which revolted at
wrong-doing and felt a stain like a wound. He was guiet, reflective,
self-contained, unpretentious and- sincere. He led a life of stainless
integrity, of admirable citizenship, and most effective results.”
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